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EARLY SENTINEL DEADLINE
FOR HOLIDAY ISSUES

Due to change in press time for the upcoming 
holiday, the deadline for items to be published

in the January 2, 2019 issue of the Sentinel will be 
on Friday, December 28 at 3:00 p.m.

On Monday, December 17th, the board of di-
rectors of the Winter Garden Soil & Water Con-
servation District (District) were excited to debut 
their recently purchased soil tunnel. The tunnel 
is an interactive inflatable tool approximately 15’ 
high, 12’ wide and 10’ tall. The tunnel offers a 
walk-through experience for children and adults 
alike to learn what soil is, its biology, why soil is 
so important and the benefits of healthy soil.  “We 
had the tunnel customized to include a south 
Texas soil graphic said District Secretary Randall 
Davidson. It is a great addition to our district’s 
education program.” 

On Wednesday, December 19th, the District 
then exhibited the tunnel at the La Pryor ISD cam-
pus. Over 250 Pre-K through sixth grade students 
looked at the tunnel which includes information 
such as the water and nutrient cycles, the five soil 
forming factors, keys to healthy soils for healthy 
landscapes and what is alive in the soil.  J. M. 
Villarreal and Debra Parsons were on-hand to 
guide the students.  District Board Member Jane 
Rutledge was also in attendance. The district would like to send a special “thank-you” to La Pryor Elementary Principal 
Esequiel De La Fuente Jr. and all of the teachers for allowing us to come to their school!

If anyone is interested in having the soil tunnel exhibited at an event, please contact Debra Parsons at (830) 374-3838 
ext. 3 or come by the district office located at 319 N. 1st Ave., Suite 2 in Crystal City.

Winter Garden Soil & Water Conservation District #326

Soil Tunnel Debut

La Pryor Teacher Lisa Howell with students.  

He’s seen it all -- the inven-
tion of the electronic televi-
sion, the Space Age, micro-
wave ovens, mobile phones, 
and the Information Age. 
Woodrow Wilson was the 28th 
president of the United States, 
and you could take in a movie 
for .20 cents in 1918.

 Eduardo (“Ed”) Estevan 
Salinas, Jr., World War II vet-
eran and lifelong resident of 
Crystal City, Texas, will turn 
100 years old, December 26, 
2018. He’s blessed to be the 
father of 4; grandfather of 11 
and great grandfather of 19. 
Ed is the proud grandfather 
of longtime sheriff of Zavala 
County, Eusevio Salinas, Jr. 

Ed Salinas was born on a 
ranch in La Presa, Texas, to 
Eduardo Francisco Salinas 
and Consuelo Garcia Salinas, 
also residents of Crystal City. 
In 1936, at age 17, he married 
Juanita Navarro, and they had 
four children - Ralph Salinas, 
Maria Consuelo Salinas Her-
nandez, Eusevio Salinas and 
Alicia Salinas Flores. The cou-
ple was married for 52 years.

Educated as a boy at the 
Holding Institute in Laredo, 
Texas, Salinas attended Crys-
tal City High School, and, 

after WWII, received his high 
school diploma from a school 
program offered to returning 
veterans.

One of less than 500,000 
living WWII veterans, out of 
16 million Americans who 
served in that war, Salinas 
was a corporal in the Army. 
Drafted in 1944, he complet-
ed basic training at Camp 
Roberts near San Jose, Calif. 
He moved out with his unit 
to the Presidio in San Fran-
cisco, where they awaited to 
be shipped overseas. After a 
month- long voyage across 
the Pacific, he disembarked 
in the Philippines, and was 
stationed there as a truck 
mechanic until the end of the 
war in 1945. In an interview 
given in 2011, Salinas said, “I 
remember the war coming 
to an end when the Japanese 
surrendered. There was a 
lot of screaming. We had a 
big celebration and a good 
time!” The same troop ship 
that took him to war brought 

WWII Veteran, Lifelong Crystal City Resident

Ed Salinas, Jr. 
turns 100 years old

ED SALINAS, JR.

Pictured Left to Right:  District Chairman Mario Escobar, Board 
Member Jane Rutledge, Texas State Soil & Water Conservation Board 
Field Representative Adrian Perez, District Vice-Chairman Francis 
Corrigan, District Secretary Randall Davidson, District Clerk Debra 
Parsons and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) District 
Conservationist J. M. Villarreal.

See Salinas Page 4

Education Service Center, Region 20
District Spotlight: La Pryor ISD

LaPryor Elementary has placed great emphasis on building a 
strong literacy foundation for all students. The district uses a creative 
approach to ensure that all elementary students in grades 2-6 receive 
individualized literacy instruction and support on their level. This 
is accomplished through the use of an RTI Team that works with 
each grade level every day for a "Power Hour" where students receive 
accelerated instruction, intervention support, and Tier 1 and Tier 2 
support during the school day. 

This approach, paired with the use of a Data Wall to drive PLC-
based planning is credited with moving the campus from IR status 
for three consecutive years to achieving Met Standards for three 
consecutive years. 

This year the campus achieved an 82 with four distinctions. 
#IAmTXEd For more information, please contact: Matthew McHa-
zlett, Superintendent at matthew.mchazlett@lapryor.net or by calling 
830-365-4000.

Pictured: Esequiel De La Fuente, Principal, Matthew McHazlett, 
Superintendent  and Dr. Jeff Goldhorn, Executive Director, ESC-20.
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Primera Iglesia
Bautista

DOMINGO/SUNDAY
Escuela Domincal/Bible Study. . .10:00 AM
Predicacion/Worship Service. . . . .11:00 AM

Juan Fernandez, Deacon
204 N. 2ND ST. • CRYSTAL CITY

Dimmit Regional Hospital 
is now offering 

Speech Therapy Services
Dimmit Regional Hospital is now 

offering new services for its patients and 
community. DRH is happy to announce 
that Pamela Pruitt, M.A., CCC-SLP 
has joined their staff to provide speech 
therapy services for adults and children 
as outpatients and inpatients. Speech 
therapy can improve communication 
skills in all age groups with language 
and communication issues.

   Speech therapy addresses speech 
impairments, language impairments 
such as word finding difficulties, 
understanding others, difficulties 
expressing one’s thoughts and ideas; 
cognitive-communication impairment 
such as memory problems, problem 

solving difficulties, and safety awareness.  Other areas of treatment include 
voice disorders and swallowing problems that involve difficulties eating 
and drinking.  

 
PATIENTS THAT WOULD BENEFIT FROM 
SPEECH THERAPY SERVICES INCLUDE:
 • Alzheimer’s
 • Parkinson’s
 • Stroke
 • Oxygen dependency- reduced breath support for eating, 
      drinking, and speaking.
 • Autism
 • Dyslexia
 • Memory problems
 • Head injuries

Rehabilitation services are offered at 
Women’s Imaging Center, 302 S. 5th Street, Carrizo Springs, TX

To schedule an appointment, please call: 830-876-2445

My wishes and hopes are 
that each and every one of 
you had a wonderful Christ-
mas filled with much joy and 
happiness among friends 
and family. It just amazes me 
how fast this year has gone 
by and it will not be long for 
2019 to do the same thing. I 
wish there was a way to slow 
down the passage of time 
but unfortunately that is not 
possible. Greetings to all of 
you and thank you so much 
for reading this week.

 
Pesticide Applicators

CEU Meeting
to be Held Friday

The annual Zavala Agril-
ife Extension Service pesti-
cide applicators training and 
CEU meeting will be held 
this Friday December 28, 
2018 at 9:00 a.m. at the La 

Pryor School multi-purpose 
building located on U.S. 
Hwy. 57 in La Pryor. 

Licensed private appli-
cators are required to re-
certify every five years by 
obtaining 15 continuing 
education credits (CEU’s), 
including two (2) credits in 
laws and regulations and two 
(2) credits in integrated pest 
management (IPM), prior 
to expiration of the license. 
There will be 6 CEU’s offered 
at this training-2 in laws 
and regulations, 1 in IPM, 
1 in drift minimization and 
2 in general. There will be a 
$10.00 fee for attending the 
meeting to cover training 
materials. Individuals that 
plan to attend must bring 
their pesticide applicators 
license or license number 
with them to register for the 

course. For more informa-
tion about this event please 
contact the Zavala County 
office of the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
at 830-374-2883.

 
Camp Opportunity

Available This Summer
for 4-H Youth

Applications are now be-
ing accepted for Mission 
Possible Camp Mentors. 
Youth who will have com-
pleted the 8th grade in May 
or June of 2019 are eligible 
to apply. Mentors will work 
with the Mission Possible 
Leadership team and Texas 
4-H Center Summer Staff to 
provide a safe and fun envi-
ronment for all! Mentors will 
attend a training starting on 
June 30th and then attend 
Mission Possible camp July 
1-3 working with the other 
mentors and campers.

 This year the application 
is a google form and can 
be found on the 4-H Cen-
ter Website- texas4hcen-
ter.tamu.edu. Click on the 
“Camps” button and then 
scroll down and click the 
“Mission Possible Mentor 
Service Learning Opportu-
nity”. The application will be 
submitted upon completion. 

All applications are due 
on March 19th and appli-
cants will be notified with a 
decision by April 2nd. If you 
have any questions please 

Cari Snider, Extension Pro-
gram Specialist- 4-H Youth 
Development-Program Co-
ordinator Texas 4-H Con-
ference Center at (325) 784-
5482.

 
Tip of The Week: Selecting 

a Girl Name For Rudolf 
The Red Nose Reindeer

Almost every Christmas 
season I like to share a little 
scientific humor but factual 
about Rudolf the Reindeer,  
perhaps the most famous 
reindeer of them all. Per-
haps it really is not humor 
but rather the plain truth 
which we have been avoid-
ing for many Christmas’s 
now. What I want to share 
with you is why some day 
we should change Rudolf 
the red nose reindeer name 
to Rudolphina, Rosario, 
Raven or maybe Reta. Why 
you might ask. Well being 
a county Extension agent 
animal science is one of 
our areas of expertise and 
it is my duty to make sure 
we truly have valid animal 
facts including reindeer 
physiology.

 First reindeer and caribou 
are the only deer where both 
males and females have ant-
lers.  For all other members 
of the deer family, Cervidae, 
only the males have antlers 
such as our beloved south 
Texas whitetail. 

Reindeer are the domes-

ticated cousins of wild cari-
bou—and are usually about 
8 to 10 inches shorter and 
can be trained to pull a 
sleigh. Pull a sleigh they can, 
however flying around on 
Christmas night under the 
direction of a big fellow in a 
red suit might take an aero-
space engineer to figure that 
one out and not a county 
Extension Agent.  

 While male reindeer shed 
their antlers at the beginning 
of winter (late November to 
mid-December), the females 
retain their antlers until after 
they give birth in the spring. 
Therefore MALE reindeer 
don't have any antlers at 
Christmastime. So you can't 
picture Rudolph as a big 
red-nosed macho male be-
cause he has cast his antlers 
already and could not have 
arrived on your doorstep 
with his antlers on, looking 
handsome. Instead it is a fe-
male reindeer who does have 
antlers at Christmastime.

 I just wanted to remind 
people that it is never quite 
so straightforward and even 
females develop weapons 
when it comes to the real 
world of protecting their ba-
bies. As I mentioned before 
of the forty different species 
of deer in the world, only 
in reindeer do females have 
antlers in the winter time. 

These females drop their 
antlers in spring, growing 

them back in time for winter 
when they need their ant-
lers to compete with other 
females over holes they dig 
in the snow to reach lichens 
and to provide food for their 
babies. Now that we have 
the reindeer facts let’s face 
it, myself and other animal 
science gurus are probably 
right to state that all of San-
ta’s reindeer are females be-
cause they’re always pictured 
with antlers.  Perhaps there 
is a magical reason why they 
fly and why the lead reindeer 
has a glowing red nose.  

We have grown accus-
tomed to always referring to 
Rudolf as the most famous 
macho reindeer in the world 
and I am afraid that chang-
ing Rudolf ’s name to a girl’s 
name is out of the question, 
but it was worth a try. 

Have a wonderful
Christmas week. M.V.

COUPON
$2.00 OFF

Birthdays, 
congratulatory, 

or wedding 
announcements

Bring coupon to Sentinel
202 E. Nueces St.

(Offer Expires Dec. 31, 2018)
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Que la Paz y la Felicidad Reinen en tu hogar en esta
Navidad y que el Año Nuevo sea de muchas bendiciones
para toda tu familia son los deseos del
Pastor Carmelo y Melly Gonzales juntos con

Iglesia Centro de Milagros
Los invitamos a los servicios de Alavanza, oracion y Milagros
en nuestro Nuevo Santuario, por fe vendran cosas mejores
al matrimonio, a la familia, al trabajo y su negocio.
Proximamente compartiendo la bendicion de Dios estaremos
entregando regalos a los niños en el Nuevo Santuario.

Dia de Oracion: Martes, 7:00 pm
Dia de Servicio: Miercoles, 7 pm y Domingo 10 am y 6 pm
Musica por: Carmelo Gonzales, Jr.
Estan todos cordialmente invitados.
Servicios en los cuales se hace presente la gloria de
Jehova, sanando, liberando y dirigiendo al necesitado.

ESCUCHE RADIO IMPACTO
Con el ministerio del Hermano Carmelo Gonzales

en la frecuencia 98.3 FM de Crystal City, Texas.

Las 24 horas, de los siete dias de la semana.

Escucharas: Musica, testimonios,
palabra y oracion por los enfermos.

Menchaca Insurace Agency
Ellis Menchaca Jr.

Texas Lic. Agent since 1996

Need Help Choosing
A Medicare Plan?

Open Enrollment begins
October 15th thru December 7th

Medicare Supplement, Medicare Advantage or Prescription Drug Plans

Major Medical Insurance
For those under 65 for Individual or Family coverage.

Life Insurance
Do you have living benefits on your life policy? We can improve

your protection and add value to your current life policies.
Call for an appointment

830-591-4864

Poems by Chonchis
A La Rue Rue Mi Bebe
Como quisiera volver el 

tiempo cuando mama me ar-
rullaba me cantaba cancionci-
tas hasta que me dormia.

Me daba un besito en mi 
frente como bendicion. Me 
acariciaba suavemente hasta 
vencerme el sueño.

A la rue rue mi bebe senta-
da en su mecedora y yo en sus 
brazos tiernos me arrullaban.

Siempre era un momento 
muy especial entre yo y mama 
papa sabia que era normal la 

madre de su ternura al bebe.
Si esos tiempos volviera 

solo por una dia pero es una 
imposibilidad, mamisita en 
el cielo esta! A la rue, rue mi 
bene.                         7/29/2018

Una Voz
“Oi una voz que me dice.” 

La voz que escuche este dia 
era como un susurrar, un 
murmullo de dolor pero al 
mismo tiempo suavecito.

Era de mujer porque no 
era brusca ni ronca de varon 

tampoco de tono alarmante.
Era mas como mi propia 

consciencia que me reclama-
ba arrepientete antes que sea 
demasiado tarde.    4/11/2018

Año Nuevo
Gracias mi Cristo por el 

año ue ya pasado y con grati-
tud recebimos este año nuevo.

Enfrentemos el año nuevo 
con el libro viejo (Biblia) 
siempre leyendo tu palabra.

Enfrentemos el año nuevo 
con todas las viejas, pero ver-
daderas promesas que tu mi 
Cristo nos prometiste.

Enfrentemos el año nuevo 
con fiejos remedios. El ben-
gue para los dolores manzania 
para el estomago etc., etc., etc.

Enfrentemos el año nuevo 
con un animo de valentia para 
enfrentar cualquier problem 
que nos llege-Gracias mi 
Cristo por este año nuevo.  

7/29/2018

Alfonso Luevano, MD 
welcomes

Valentine Ugwu, 
MD, FACOG, MBA

Fellow American
College of Obstetrics

and Gynecology
Board Certified Family Medicine

1313 Veterans Ave., Suite A
Crystal City, Texas 78839

(O) 830-374-9823 • (F) 830-374-9858
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Poems by Chonchis

Are You in Crisis?
Do you feel depressed, lose interest or pleasure 
in former activities or have alternating depressed 
and elevated moods? No matter what problems you 
are dealing with, we want to help you find a reason 
to keep living. By calling 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 
you’ll be connected to a skilled, trained coun-
selor at a crisis center in your area, anytime 24/7.

NOW OPEN

 URGENT CARE CLINIC

Hours of operation
Open Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

1313 Veterans Blvd, Suite A, Crystal City, TX 78839

830-374-9823

Accepting New Patients * Accepting 
all insurances * Walk Ins Welcome

LUEVANO
HEALTH CARE

By Celestino Luna
                                                                                                                                      

 In this world many people 
are being deceived by hear-
say, myths, and traditions 
of men, witchcraft, and the 
worship of idols all because 
they do not read and study 
the truth of God which is the 
Gospel, the Power of God 
unto Salvation to all who 
believe.  My eldest daughter 
was telling me of a person 
on TV that was or is sixteen 
years old and talks to the dead 
and relatives were amazed.  
The Bible calls them as hav-
ing a “spirit of divination” 
but it is not from God.  I told 
my daughter to stay away 
from such persons for God 
told me at the beginning of 
my conversion to Christ what 
Deuteronomy 18:10-12 says.  
In Deuteronomy 18:11 God 
tells us not to consult the 
dead.  King Saul did such 
a thing and he and his two 
sons died.  In Acts Paul the 
Apostle cast out a spirit of a 
divination from a young girl 
that brought a good profit to 
her masters.  While visiting a 
son in Irving, Texas in 1995 

my daughter-in-law asked me 
if she could talk to me.  She 
is a believer in Christ but she 
had been dreaming her dead 
mother who was telling her to 
come to her.  Such was that 
dream that she was convinced 
that by committing suicide 
she could be with her mother.  
No way, I told her, that is a 
“deceiving spirit” and it is not 
from God.  I asked her “Do 
you think your mother would 
prefer your death than for you 
to raise your three children 
and instead leave them to 
your husband (my son) to 
raise them himself?  I prayed 
and in the Name of Jesus I 
cast that deceiving spirit out 
of her mind.  Jesus gave us 
the authority in Luke 10:19.  
Twenty-one years have gone 
by and my daughter-in-law 
has not had any more dreams. 
I know the topic is “Is Hades 
Real” but I wanted to share 
these two testimonies Deu-
teronomy 18:10-12 and the 
“Deceiving Spirit”.  

 Jesus spoke about Hades 
and I believe Jesus and so 
should you.  Hebrews 9:27 
says “It is established to all 

men that we die once and af-
ter death comes judgment”.  
Let us think!  If death was 
the end of us then why would 
Jesus suffer such a death on 
the Cross?  We are eternal be-
ings.  Ecclesiastes 3:11 says 
“God has made everything 
beautiful in His time but also 
God has put eternity in our 
hearts but man cannot yet 
understand the work God 
has done from the beginning 
to the end”.  I have been to 
a few funerals and although 
the person is in the coffin I 
hear people saying “He or she 
is in a better place”.  Why?  
Because God put eternity in 
our hearts and although we 
may lack understanding not 
anymore because the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ re-
veals to us the work of God 
up to Revelation 22.  During 
Jesus’ ministry He told us to 
have faith in God and many 
times Jesus promises the be-
liever “Eternal Life” of which 
Paul the Apostle explains in 
1 Corinthians chapter 15, 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-19 and 2 
Corinthians 5:1-10.  It is all 
about the Grace, the Mercy of 
God through Jesus Christ.  It 
is the Cross of Christ where 
we were redeemed, forgiven 
and it is the Cross of Christ 
that the wages of sin which 
is death, were paid.  It is the 
Cross of Christ that we now 
in Christ have access to the 
Holy of Hollies.  

 Part IV will be the last ar-
ticle in this topic, God willing.

Tengo que comer

Hoy me mal pase por andar 
de compras. Ni un taco me 
complase y ya medio dia 
como el viento se fue.

Pero cuando me siente a 
cenar no respondo que va 
a pasar. Voy a servierme 
de todo porque vine a dar al 
"Golden Corral".

A mi marido alli le gusta 
comer dice que ese es mi 
lugar. Cres tu que me com-
para con una vaca porque en 
un tiempo fui flaca.

De todos modo sea cual sea 
la razon voy a darme un ata-
con. Hay de lo que tu quieras 
hasta que digas ya no.

By Chonchis, 5-26-2016

Chocolate

"Toma chocolate, paga lo que 
deves" te acuerdas de esta 
cancion? Todos los chiquios 
de la vecindad la bailaban 
con mucha acion.

La vaina de arbol de cacao 
se cultivaba desde 1000B.C. 
por los Olmecs, Tribo Madre 
Cultura de los Maya, tiempo 
despues los Aztecas crearon 
en bebida.

El Cacao se convirtio como 
una joya para el commercio 
de Europa. Luego en los mil 
ocho cientos un chimico crio 
del frijol de cacao a polvo.

Cambiaron el nombre a Co-
coa, chocolate caliente o 

caliente cocoa. Me cai muy 
bien en noches frescas o 
tiempo por la manana.

Yo prefiero el chocolate tia, 
pone leche a medio hervir, 
hechale hajitos de choco-
late uno a la vez. Meniando 
suavemente, ponle un poco 
de calor pero que hervir de 
mas.

He leido que para el mejor 
chocolate se deve usar de 
bara es mucho mejo que de 
polvo y es dos veces mas rico 
que el vino rojo.

El antioxidante del chocolate 
contiene vitaminas C y E. 
Tambien contiene beta caro-
tene que se dice es contra el 
cancer y problemas cardio 
vascular.

Aqui les va un verso de 
historia real: Sabias que 
cuando Maria Antoniette se 
preparaba para la guillotone 
- pidio una taza de chocolate 
y un pedacito de resposteria.

By Chonchis, 7-2-1016

Ese soy yo

Aquel hombre destrozado 
que a una cantina entro a 
tomarse una sola copa y em-
briagado salio, ese soy yo.

Copa tras copa de trago mes-
clo para olvidar aquella bella 
mujer que su corazon y vida 
con traicion lo destrozo.

Pasaron los años y un dia 
sereno se volvieron a encon-
trar que distinto fue todo casi 

no la pudo reconocer.

Aquella belleza de mujer es-
taba acabando las huellas de 
la mala vida se reflejaban. Su 
bello cutis habia desapare-
cido, daba lastima verla asi.

Ella si lo reconocio. Te acuer-
das de mi, me pregunto? Si, 
claro que si, respondi, eras y 
seras la que destrozo mi vida 
anos atras.

Pero quiero que me escuch-
es muy bien "Atraves de esa 
cruel experienza llego a mi 
vida una gran mujer me case, 
tengo hijos, vivo inmensam-
ente feliz."

Y algo mas importante deje 
de guardar rencor te per-
done, porque eso me ayudo 
a ser lo que ahora soy.

Mi vida sigio adelante no 
voltie para atras. Ahora soy 
el orguello de mi esposa y 
mi familia.

Tu encambio se te nota que 
despues de la gloria en tu 
vida nada bueno resulto 
porque el que la hace, la 
paga.

Vaya con Dios, senora

By Chonchis, 7-11-2016

Subscribe 
to the Sentinel

374-3465

Part III: Is Hades Real? 

Phyllis R. Varnon
Prairie View A&M University

Community & Economic Development  Cooperative Extension
Zavala, Dimmit, Uvalde Counties

Small Business
“What You Need to Know”

Merry Christmas Everyone

Thank you for a wonder-
ful year and following my 
columns each week.  Your 
feedback is appreciated.   I am 
sharing an article I found on 
the Mother Nature Network, 
“Earth Matters”. Instead of fo-
cusing on businesses, I would 
like to focus this week on what 
we can do for others who 
may not have the resources 
or family to share this blessed 
time of year.

20 Selfless things to
do this holiday season

MOTHER Nature Network
If the holidays are a time 

for giving, why do we always 
expect something in return? 
With so many people unem-
ployed, homeless and hungry, 
we cannot afford to sit back 
and do nothing.

There are plenty of organi-
zations around the country 
that are committed to help-
ing people in need, but that 
shouldn’t stop you from lend-
ing a helping hand this holi-
day season. You don’t have to 
volunteer every waking hour 
or donate your retirement 
savings to a charity in order 
to give back. Even the smallest 
deeds, such as visiting a lonely 
senior citizen on Christmas 
Day or cooking a meal for a 
needy family, goes a long way. 

Here are 20 selfless things to 
do this holiday season:

1. Volunteer: Volunteering 
is one of the single greatest 
things you can do this holiday 
season and the rest of the year. 
No matter what you volunteer 
your time and efforts toward, 
volunteering is a selfless act 
that betters the community 
and brings joy to all players 
involved.

2.  Donate: Donating is 
another selfless act that you 
can participate in this holiday 
season. Donating is easy to do 
and it makes a big difference. 
You can donate money to a 
charity, donate clothes to a 
homeless shelter or donate 
food or toys to needy families 
this holiday season.

3.  Fundraising: Fundrais-
ing is another selfless way 
to help others this holiday 
season. Fundraising is the key 
to raising big bucks for organi-
zations and raising awareness 
for cause that matters to you.

4.  Adopt a family for the 
holidays: Give a family in 
need a Christmas they’ll nev-
er forget, by participating in 
an adopt-a-family program 
this holiday season. For each 
family you adopt, you’ll supply 
them with food certificates, 
toys for the children, as well as 

clothing or hygiene products 
for older kids and adults.

5. Cook a meal for others: 
Treat a family to a home-
cooked meal this holiday 
season. It will mean the world 
to a family to have a hot meal 
on a cold winter night.

6. Pay it forward: Make 
someone’s day by paying for 
their order in a drive-thru line 
or at a restaurant. They may 
not get a chance to thank you, 
but you can be assured they’ll 
be elated by the thoughtful 
gesture.

7. Play Santa Claus: Instead 
of exchanging gifts with family 
and friends this holiday sea-
son, play Santa Claus by giving 
and not receiving. It might test 
your envy limits, but it will be 
totally worth it when you see 
how happy they are.

8. Listen: Taking the time 
to listen to a coworker who’s 
having a bad day or a com-
plete stranger who needs to 
vent will be much appreciated. 
Not interjecting with advice or 
sharing your opinion can be 
hard to do at times, but simply 
listening is much easier and 
just as effective.

9.  Give blood: Donating 
blood is one of the single most 
selfless things you can do for 
others this holiday season 
and the rest of the year. Just 
one pint of blood can save up 
to three lives. Not everyone 
is eligible to give blood, so 
check with your local blood 
center to see if you can give 
this generous gift.

10. Help for free: Help a 
neighbor put up their Christ-
mas lights, assist an elderly 
person when crossing the 
street or carry a stranger’s 
grocery bags to their car, all 
for free. These simple acts of 
kindness go a long way and 
will be much appreciated.

11. Adopt a pet: Give a dog 
or cat a home this holiday sea-
son by adopting them from a 
shelter or rescue service. You’ll 
get satisfaction from having a 
new cuddly companion, and 
your pet will have a second 
chance at life. Everyone wins 
here.

12. Give away something 
important to you: When it 
comes down to it, you’d be just 
fine without your GPS device, 
iPhone or fancy leather jacket. 
A true test of selflessness is 
to give away things that are 
important to you and enjoy 
what you already have. You 
can even sell your items and 
donate the money to a needy 
family or charity.

13. Participate in a food 
drive: Food drives of all kinds 
help feed families in your 
community during the hol-
idays. Whether you donate 
canned goods, produce, turkey 

gift certificates or sweets, food 
drives are effective at feeding 
the hungry. Food drives need 
your donations, as well as 
volunteers to help organize 
the event and deliver food to 
families.

14. Write letters of appre-
ciation: This holiday season, 
take the time to write letters 
of appreciation to people you 
truly appreciate. Think about 
the postal service workers, 
maintenance workers and 
even your favorite barista, 
who all make a difference in 
your day.

15. Babysit for free: It can 
be very difficult to find a 
babysitter during the holidays, 
when parents have shopping, 
holiday parties and events to 
attend. Make things easier for 
a family with young children 
by offering to babysit for free 
this holiday season.

16. Ser ve food to the 
homeless: Serving food to 
the homeless is a kind thing 
to do during the holidays. It 
will make a homeless person’s 
day to have a hot meal during 
the frigid winter months, es-
pecially when you serve them 
with a big smile.

17. Send gifts to the troops: 
Send some holiday cheer to 
the troops in Iraq and Afghan-
istan this season. Whether you 
put together a care package 
filled with holiday goodies 
or ship a small Christmas 
tree, your generous gift will 
make their holidays a little bit 
brighter.

18. Cover someone’s holi-
day shift: Working during the 
holidays is a drag and it keeps 
people from spending quality 
time with their loved ones. 
This holiday season, why not 
cover the shift of a coworker 
who needs to see his or her 
family? Your time is just as 
precious as the next person’s, 
but it’s certainly a sacrifice that 
won’t be forgotten.

19. Invite a loner to your 
house: Too often people cele-
brate the holidays alone. This 
year, why not invite a cowork-
er or neighbor who has no one 
to celebrate with to your home 
for the holidays? Your selfless 
invitation will mean the world 
to that person.

20. Visit a nursing home: 
Nursing homes can be sad 
places during the holidays. 
Some residents never have 
visitors and often spend the 
holidays alone. You can make 
these senior citizens feel loved 
by visiting them during the 
holidays, sending them cards 
or gifts, and simply calling 
them on the phone.
Prairie View A&M University

Cooperative Extension
“Growing Ideas

and Impacting Lives”

Dimmit County and Zavala County Community Members,

Please be informed that the Dimmit Regional Hospital 
Nurse Advice line has been changed.

The hours of availability for a nurse to respond are seven 
days of the week between the hours of 7PM thru 7AM. 

For emergencies other than those hours provided, our 
Emergency Room is available 24/7.

Dimmit Regional Hospital
Nurse Advice Line
(830)255-8966
Available 7PM – 7AM
7 days a week  

Early Sentinel Deadline
for Holiday Issues

____________________________________

Due to change in press time for the upcoming 
holiday, the deadline for items to be

published January 2, 2019 will
be on Friday, December 28 at 3:00 p.m.
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Public service ad
Ad title: 
Rendering property

10 inches deep
2 columns (13 picas) wide

Does this apply to you? 
If you own tangible personal property that is used to pro-
duce income, such as the equipment or inventory owned 
by a business, it does. 

What is a rendition? 
A rendition is a report to your county appraisal district that 
lists all of the taxable property that you owned or controlled 
on Jan. 1 of this year. This often applies to furniture, fixtures, 
equipment or inventory owned by a business. 

What are the advantages of filing? 
• You give your opinion of your property’s value.

• You record your correct mailing address so your tax bills
will go to the right address.

• If your property’s value depreciated, you can file a report
of decreased value.

What is the deadline? 
• The last day for filing renditions is April 15.

• An automatic extension to May 15 is available if request-
ed in writing by the April 15 deadline.

• The chief appraiser may grant an additional 15 days to an
owner who shows good cause in writing.

REMEMBER!! 
Filing is your responsibility. If you render late, don’t render, 
or file an incomplete or false rendition, you may face a 10 to 
50 percent penalty. 

File renditions with your local appraisal district at:

ZAVALA COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
323 W. ZAVALA ST.

CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS 78839
(830) 374-3475

98-466
(12-16)

Insert here the name, address,  
& telephone number of the local 

appraisal district (centered).➧

A public service announcement courtesy of your county appraisal district.

Remember to “Render!” 
Taxable property renditions 

are due April 15.
Public service ad
Ad title: 
Rendering property

10 inches deep
2 columns (13 picas) wide

¿Aplica esto a usted?
Esto aplica a usted si es el dueño de propiedad personal tangible utilizada 
para producir ingresos, tal como equipo o inventario de un negocio. 

¿Qué significa rendir la declaración de impuestos? 
Una rendición de los impuestos es presentar un informe a su distrito de 
tasaciones del condado que liste toda la propiedad imponible de la que es 
usted dueño o que controlaba el 1ero de enero de este año. Muchas veces 
esto se refiere a muebles, equipo fijo o inventario del negocio.

¿Qué ventajas tiene declarar los impuestos? 
• Usted brinda su opinión sobre el valor de la propiedad.

• Usted brinda su opinión sobre el valor de la propiedad.

• Registra la dirección exacta con el fin de recibir la factura de
los  impuestos a la dirección correcta.

• En caso de que el valor de la propiedad depreciara, usted
puede  presentar un informe del valor depreciado.

¿Cuál es la fecha de vencimiento? 
• El último día para presentar la declaración de los impuestos del 15

de abril.

• Puede solicitar una extensión automática al 15 de mayo por escrito
en o antes de la fecha límite del 15 de abril.

• El jefe de tasaciones puede conceder 15 días adicionales después de
la fecha de vencimiento al propietario que muestre razón justa por
escrito. 

¡RECUERDE!
Rendir la declaración de los impuestos es su responsabilidad. Puede 
enfrentar una multa del 10 hasta el 50 por ciento si rinde los impuestos 
tarde, no rinde o rinde con información incompleta o falsa.  

Presente su rendición al distrito local de tasaciones en: 

ZAVALA COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
323 W. ZAVALA ST.

CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS 78839
(830) 374-3475

98-466-S
(12-16)

Insert here the name, address,
& telephone number of the local 

appraisal district (centered).➧

Este es un servicio público cortesía de su distrito de tasaciones del condado.

¡Recuerde rendir la declaración 
de los impuestos!

Declarar los impuestos de la propiedad 
imponible vence el 15 de abril.
Public service ad

Ad title:
Homestead exemption

10 inches deep
2 columns (13 picas) wide

A homestead exemption lowers the property taxes on your home by lowering 
its value. If your home is valued at $50,000 and you receive a $25,000 homestead 
exemption, your home will be taxed as if it were worth $25,000.

Who qualifies for an exemption? 
Anyone who owns a home on Jan. 1 and uses it as a  primary residence on that 
date is entitled to a $25,000 homestead exemption to lower school taxes. It 
doesn’t matter if your home is a house, condominium or mobile home. Counties, 
cities and special taxing districts may also offer homestead exemptions.

Are other exemptions available?
If you’re disabled—or if you’re 65 years old or older—you are entitled to an 
additional $10,000 school tax exemption on your home. And if you qualify 
for the age 65 or older or disabled exemption, you’re also entitled to a per-
manent, locked-in “ceiling” on the school property taxes on your home. The 
county, city or junior college may adopt a tax ceiling for age 65 or older or 
disabled homeowners. The age 65 or older homeowners school tax ceil-
ing transfers to the surviving spouse, if the spouse is age 55 or older at the 
time of death and lives in and owns the home. The age 65 or older home- 
owners (or their surviving spouses age 55 or older) also may transfer the per-
centage of school tax paid, based on their former home’s school tax ceiling to 
a new home.

If you are a disabled veteran, surviving spouse or surviving child of a disabled 
veteran, you are entitled to an exemption of a portion of the appraised value 
of your residence homestead. This includes homesteads donated to disabled 
veterans by charitable organizations at no cost to the disabled veterans, and 
their surviving spouses.

If you’re a disabled veteran who receives 100 percent disability compensation 
due to a service connected disability and a rating of 100 percent disabled or 
a determination of individual unemployability from the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, you are entitled to an exemption from taxation of the total 
appraised value of your residence homestead. Surviving spouses of veterans 
who qualified for this exemption or who would have qualified for this exemp-
tion if it had been effective at the time of the veteran’s death are also eligible 
with certain restrictions. 

If you are the surviving spouse of a U.S. armed services member killed in action, 
you are entitled to an exemption from taxation of the total appraised value of 
your residence homestead.

Do I have to apply each year?
No. If you had a homestead exemption on your home last year, you won’t 
need to reapply unless your chief appraiser requires it. However, if you haven’t 
received an exemption on your present home—or if you’ve moved to a new 
home—you’ll need to file an application for exemption. If you are age 65 this 
year, you may file for the age 65 or older exemption up to one year after the date 
you became age 65.  And if you became disabled, you may file for the disabled 
person’s exemption.

When and where should I file?
File applications before May 1 at your appraisal district office. If you need more 
time, contact us at:

ZAVALA COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
323 W. ZAVALA ST.

CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS 78839
(830) 374-3475

98-467
(12-16)

Insert here the name, address,
& telephone number of the local 

appraisal district (centered).➧

A variety of homestead
exemptions could lower

your property taxes!

 
 

A public service announcement courtesy of your county appraisal district.

Springs of

“Living Water”
by Pastor Dino Espinoza

FAMILY, FRIENDS AND FOOD

The Christmas season is 
filled with special memo-
ries. Many of us are blessed 
with days that are focused 
on FAMILY, FRIENDS and 
FOOD.

These three are interwoven 
into a personal tapestry of 
love, closeness and generosi-
ty. I have already spent more 
than a week with these three 
binding hearts and lives. The 
gatherings do not end on the 
25th day of December. Our 
family still has at least 3 more 
occasions to enjoy the beau-
ty of Christmas. FAMILY, 
FRIENDS and FOOD are gifts 
we enjoy, BUT

There is a higher reason 
for this season. I need to 
affirm that the true meaning 
and purpose of Christmas 
takes us to the little town of 
Bethlehem. Yes, 2,000 years 

ago God’s greatest love story 
unfolded as a young virgin 
gave birth to a child. 

Shepherds, angels, a local 
inn, Mary, the young virgin 
and Joseph, her “husband” 
were all primary characters 
in this Biblical narration. 
Friends, may I add one more 
word to the trio of FAMILY, 
FRIENDS, and FOOD. Let’s 
add FAITH in God’s word 
and purpose which make the 
nativity story so special. 

You came from heaven to 
earth to show the way; from 
the earth to the cross, my debt 
to pay, from the cross to the 
grave; from the grave to the 
sky – LORD, I lift your Name 
on high!

*     *     *
FAMILIA, AMISTADES

y COMIDA
La temporada de Navidad 

está llena de memorias espe-
ciales. Muchos de nosotros 
somos bendecidos con días 
que se enfocan en FAMILIA, 
AMISTADES y COMIDA. 
Estos tres son tejidos en una 
obra de amor, acercamiento y 
generosidad. Yo ya he disfru-
tado de mas de una semana 
con estos tres atando cora-
zones y vidas. Las reuniones 
no terminan el día 25 de 
diciembre. Nuestra familia 
todavía tienea lo menso 3 mas 
ocasiones para disfrutar de la 
belleza de Navidad. FAMIL-
IA, AMISTADES y COMIDA 
son regalos que disfrutamos, 
PERO

Existe una razón mas alta 
para esta temporada. Debo 
afirmar que el verdadero sig-
nificado y propósito de Nav-
idad nos lleva a la pequeña 
aldea de Belen. SI, hace 2,000 
años la mas grande historia 
de amor de Dios se desarrola 
con una virgin dando luz a 
un bebé. 

Pastores, ángeles, una ha-
cienda en el pueblo, María la 
virgin joven y José su “esposo” 
fueron los caracteres pri-
mordiales en esta narración 
Bíblica. 

Amigos, debo añadir una 
palabra más al trio de FA-
MILIA, AMISADES y CO-
MIDA. Añademos FE en la 
Palabra y los propósitos de 
Dios quienes hacen la historia 
de la Natividad tan especial.

Dejaste  el  trono para 
mostrarnos la luz, de tu trono 
a la cruz y mi dueda pagar, de 
la cruz a morir ; de la muerte 
a tu trono, Tu Nombre levan-
taré! 

By MICHAEL WAG-
AMAN, Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — San Antonio point 
guard Tony Parker didn't 
hesitate when he sped around 
Sacramento center Kosta 
Koufos for an easy basket 
in the fourth quarter. Manu 
Ginobili did pretty much the 
same thing in the third with 
a pair of uncontested layups.

A n d  t h e n  t h e re  w a s 
37-year-old center Pau Gasol, 
who had his first triple-double 
in two years. These Spurs may 
have a few more gray hairs 
than before, but they remain 
a force in the West.

LaMarcus Aldridge had 29 
points and 10 rebounds, and 
San Antonio bounced back 
from a disappointing loss to 
beat the slumping Kings 108-
99 on Saturday night.

"I think we're getting 
younger," Ginobili joked. "Of 
course I'm getting older, and 
Tony and Pau maybe. Tony's 
been good since he's been 
back and Pau played a terrific 
game. We try to blend in with 
the young guys."

Gasol had 14 points, 11 
rebounds and a season-high 
10 assists for San Antonio, 
which won without star for-
ward Kawhi Leonard. It was 
the 10th career triple-double 
for the 7-footer, who was 
questionable with a groin 
injury but wound up getting 
extended minutes because 
Sacramento had two big men 
on the court most of the night.

Three days earlier Gas-
ol put up 20 points and 17 
rebounds against Portland 
before sitting out against Utah 
on Thursday.

"It's always nice when 
teams stay big because it 
helps us to stay big as well," 
Gasol said. "(Coach Gregg 
Popovich) doesn't have to 
make that call to go small 
or stay big. Normally we go 
the other route. It's nice. It's 
refreshing, even, to see teams 
play with two bigs."

Parker had 10 points and 
six assists, and Ginobili scored 
15 as the Spurs extended their 
winning streak over the Kings 
to 11 games.

Aldridge did most of his 
scoring in the first half, but 
San Antonio didn't pull away 
until the third quarter when 
the five-time All-Star had 
eight points. Ginobili added 
six points in the period, in-
cluding a pair of uncontested 
layups. Former Kings player 
Rudy Gay scored seven of 
the Spurs' first nine points in 
the fourth quarter when San 
Antonio went up by 14.

"Every team wants to get 
to the point where no matter 
who is healthy, who is not, 
you come out and play your 
best," Popovich said. "We've 
done that quite often and to-
night is another good example 
of that."

Buddy Hield had 24 points 
to pace Sacramento. Willie 
Cauley-Stein added 22 points 
and 11 rebounds, and Bogdan 
Bogdanovic scored 15 for the 
Kings, who were coming off 
back-to-back road wins over 
Brooklyn and Philadelphia.

It was a much-needed lift 
for the Spurs, who had a 
fourth-quarter meltdown 
while losing to Utah 100-89 
on Thursday.

Aldridge spent much of the 
night going against Zach Ran-

dolph, his former teammate 
in Portland. The two big men 
traded buckets early before 
Aldridge made a short jumper 
to begin a 16-6 run just before 
halftime that put the Spurs up 
by 13 at the break.

Sacramento scored eight 
straight points to open the 
third, but the Kings had no 
answer for Aldridge's fade-
away and turnaround jump-
ers. Ginobili also took advan-
tage of Sacramento's sluggish 
defense when he easily drove 
through the lane past multiple 
defenders. "They just took us 
to school," Kings coach Dave 
Joerger said. "They were not 
feeling us. We were kind of 
chasing a team that has been 
doing it for a long time."

RUDY'S RETURN: Gay 
had seven points on 3-of-8 
shooting with four rebounds 
in his first game against his 
former team. Gay spent the 
past 3½ seasons in Sacra-
mento but declined the Kings' 
attempt to re-sign him in the 
offseason.

TIP-INS: Spurs: San An-
tonio made nine 3-pointers 
in the first half but only two 
after that. ... Leonard was 
held out after playing nearly 
21 minutes against Utah on 
Thursday, part of the team's 
plan to ease him back from 
a quadriceps injury. Danny 
Green (groin tightness) also 
sat out. Kings: Sacramento's 
usually reliable bench was 
outscored 43-22. ... De'Aaron 
Fox missed his second con-
secutive game with a partially 
torn right quadriceps. He will 
be re-evaluated in early Jan-
uary. ... Sacramento last beat 
San Antonio on Nov. 15, 2014.

Spurs bounce back behind 
Aldridge, beat Kings 108-99

Esta finalizando el 2017 y tenemos por la Gracia 
y el Favor de Dios un nuevo año por delante. Es 

importante poder aprovechar estos ultimos dias y 
tomar el firme proposito de cerrar ciclos negativos. 

El 2018 trae consigo nuevas oportunidades, 365 
paginas que debemos comenzar a escribir y que 
bueno que sean nuevas y bendecidas historias.

Mi Pildorita Semanal
Por Conny Balderas

Call (830) 374-3465 today to get your
30 Days Free Access to the

Zavala County Sentinel Website

Zavala County 
Sentinel

that took him to war brought  
him home, and he mustered 
out of the Army at Ft. Bliss 
in El Paso. Ed Salinas is a 
proud WWII veteran, dis-
playing his patriotism for 
his country by almost al-
ways wearing his WWII cap. 

In 1994, Salinas retired 
from the Del Monte plant 
after 20 years of service, first 
as a night watchman, then 
as a receiving clerk. He was 
also a ranch manager for 
many years, working on the 
Bowman Ranch in Carrizo 
Springs, Texas, and Jacob 
Farms and Ranches located 
in Uvalde, Texas, and in Vir-
ginia. In his early years, he 
worked at the Crystal City 

Ed Salinas, Jr.  continued from page 1

“...Felices de verdad son los que tienen
a Dios como el Señor.” -Salmo 144:15
Esa es nuestra mayor seguridad para 

vivir felices. Una persona feliz irradia sus 
sentimientos de fe y alegria hacia los demas. 

Gran semana.

Mi Pildorita Semanal
Por Conny Balderas

Merry Christmas & Happy 
New Year

Thank you for your continued support and the opportunity to 
represent you in the Texas House of Representatives. 

– Respectfully, Tracy O. King and family

Ice Plant. 
After his retirement, Sa-

linas loved taking long slow 
drives around Crystal City 
and stopping in at his favorite 
bakery, Canela’s, to pick up 
pan dulce. 

You could also find him 
driving to and from Carrizo 
Springs, Texas, to visit his son, 
Ralph Salinas, former mayor 
of Carrizo Springs, tend to his 
ranch, and see his daughter, 
Alicia Salinas Flores, a for-
mer Carrizo Springs special 
education teacher. 

Currently, Ed Salinas lives 
in San Antonio, Texas, at the 
Heights on Huebner, senior 
living community. Salinas 
will be celebrating his centen-

nial birthday at El Chaparral 
Mexican Restaurant in San 
Antonio, where more than 40 
family members and friends 
will gather with him to toast 
the milestone event.

Despite all the new inven-
tions he has witnessed in the 
last century, the things Ed 
Salinas most cherishes in his 
life are visits from his family, 
an occasional shot of tequi-
la, good Mexican food, and 
reading the Zavala County 
Sentinel, which he has deliv-
ered weekly.

Ed Salinas, Jr.

Ed, left, stationed
in the Philippines 1944-1945

Juanita and Ed with their children Eusevio Salinas,
Maria Consuelo Salinas Hernandez, and Ralph Salinas

The following graduates 
received their degrees from 
Sul Ross State University on 
Saturday, December 15, 2018. 
They graduated during the 
spring commencement cere-
mony held in the John Harrell 
Auditorium at Uvalde High 
School in Uvalde.

 Austin Jacob Gómez 
graduated from Sul Ross State 
University with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration de-
gree in General Business. He 
resides in Crystal City and is 
the son of Gerardo and Jessica 
Gómez, also of Crystal City.

Gladys Rios  earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies from 
Sul Ross State University. She 
plans to earn certification as 
an Early Childhood-Grade 6 
Generalist. She is the daugh-
ter of Ramon and Elicia Rios 
and they all make their home 
in Crystal City.

Romanita Urrabazo of 
Crystal City graduated from 
Sul Ross State University 

with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Interdisciplinary Studies. 
She will earn certification to 
teach Grade 4-8 mathematics. 
She is the daughter of Isaias 
and Aurora Urrabazo, also of 
Crystal City.

Miguel Amoles, cum laude, 

with a Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice with a minor 
in Psychology.

John David Guajardo 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice with a minor 
in History.

Sul Ross State University graduates

It’s a boy!
Baby Isaiah Jordan Wash-

ington was born to Jessica 
Jimenez and Donnie E. Wash-
ington Jr., of Carrizo Springs, 
Texas at Dimmit Regional 
Hospital.  He was born at 
11:43 a.m., on Friday, Decem-
ber 14, 2018. His weight was 
7 lbs., 10 oz., and measuring 
20 inches in length. Obstetri-
cian Michael Owolabi, MD 
and Pediatrician Gerardo 
Enriquez, MD.

It’s a boy!
Baby Kamila Rose Ponce 

was born to Araceli Ponce 
and Ramon Pichardo Jr., of 
Carrizo Springs, Texas at 
Dimmit Regional Hospital.  
She was born at 7:21 a.m., on 
Saturday, December 8, 2018. 
Her weight was 6 lbs., 15 ½ 
oz., and measuring 19 inches 
in length. Obstetrician Mi-
chael Owolabi, MD and Pedi-
atrician Abelardo Doria, MD.



Wednesday, December 26, 2018     ZAVALA COUNTY SENTINEL PAGE 5

Lorenzo De Zavala Elementary 3rd and 4th grade GT students 
took a field trip to San Antonio Museum of Art and Briscoe 
Art Museum. Thank you to SAMA for giving each student free 
passes to come back another time!

Gifted and Talented make 
trip to San Antonio

TOY DRIVE ENDS December 14, 2018 at LDZ
The annual Christmas Toy Drive is one of several com-
munity service projects organized by Lorenzo de Zavala 
Elementary. Students and staff donated toys which will 
be distributed to the Winter Garden Women's Shelter 
and Santa Claus.  We thank you for your generosity and 
kindness. Happy Holidays!

Serenity Gutierrez, Dulce Saenz, Timothy Cardenas and 
David Hernandez

403 South 7th Street • Carrizo Springs • 876-9870
1313 Veterans Blvd, Suite C • Crystal City • 374-4436

Please call for an appointment. 

The Children’s Clinic
of Dimmit and Zavala, P.A.

 Keeping your children healthy is our number one priority.

Abelardo S. Doria, M. D.

Gerardo P. Enriquez, M. D.

Margaret Doria, FNP-BC
Board Certified Family Nurse Practitioner

Septic System
State & County Licensed

System Designer/ Installer
 Vacuuming Service/Porta Toilet Rental

Allen Supply   830-374-3618

It is that merry time again and the time of 
caring and sharing. 

The National Honor Society hosted the 
second annual toy drive. 

The NHS collected over seventy items, 
toys and clothes for the 

Wintergarden Women’s Shelter.

CCHS National Honor Society 
2nd Annual Toy Drive

Garcia's Fireworks
FM Hwy 65 on Fresno St., 

Chula Vista, Crystal City, TX

Open Now till January 1st

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Thank you to all our customers!

Winner of  4th of  July firework raffle

Nicholas Zavala named to 
Fall 2018 Dean's List

The honor roll lists for 
Graceland Univers ity ' s 
2018 fall term have been 
announced, and Nicholas 
Zavala of Crystal City, TX, 
has been named to the Dean's 
List.

Graceland University stu-
dents with a GPA between 
3.25 and 3.64 are named to 
the dean's list. Congratula-
tions, Nicholas! Graceland 
commends you on your aca-
demic success.

(AUSTIN) — Comptroller 
Glenn Hegar today reminded 
Texans that the application 
deadline for Texas Match the 
Promise Foundation scholar-
ship awards is Dec. 31, 2018.

Match the Promise schol-
arship awards are available for 
fifth through ninth graders:
• who are beneficiaries of a 
Texas Tuition Promise Fund® 
(TTPF) account, the state's 
prepaid college tuition plan;
• whose families have an an-
nual income of $100,000 or 
less; and
• who are Texas residents and 
the dependents, for tax purpos-

es, of Texas residents.
Families who do not cur-

rently have a TTPF account 
can find information about 
establishing one at MatchThe-
Promise.org, or they can call 
800-531-5441, ext. 3-7570.

The Match the Promise 
Foundation, in cooperation 
with the Comptroller's office, 
offers these competitive match-
ing scholarships to encourage 
Texas families to save for col-
lege. Approved recipients can 
receive scholarships of tuition 
units worth up to $1,000 at 
today's prices, while top-scor-
ing recipients also can receive 
one-time grants of tuition units 
worth $2,000 at today's prices.

“Eligible families across the 
state can apply for Match the 
Promise scholarships,” Hegar 
said. “And the prepaid college 
tuition plan could be a great 
way to help families save for 
their children’s higher educa-
tion.”

To be considered for a schol-
arship, students must write a 
career essay and meet other 
requirements. If approved, re-
cipients will have until Aug. 31, 
2019, to meet the contribution 
requirements of the scholarship 
program.

Match the Promise is funded 
by individuals who have donat-
ed the cash value of property 
held in the state's unclaimed 
property program, as well as 
by donations from individuals, 
businesses and organizations 
and by state employees through 
the State Employee Charitable 
Campaign. The foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) federal tax-exempt 
public charity and is eligible to 
receive tax-deductible contri-
butions from Texans.

Match the Promise Scholarship 
applications deadline is Dec. 31
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FmHA APARTMENTS
Equal Housing Opportunity/Handicapped Accessible

• 2-3-4 Bedroom Apartments

• Energy Efficient

• Maintenance Free

• Must meet FmHA income guidelines and/or criteria

–Professionally Managed –
For more information or an application please contact the

Crystal City Housing Authority
at 374-3434 or 374-3433

Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Financed by
USDA

Rural Development

It doesn’t matter the name 
on the uniform or what jersey 
or colors she wore; Madeleine 
Huerta’s dominance goes 
beyond names, apparel, and 
even state borders.

The 11-year old runner 
from Crystal City, Texas, has 
competed in six (6) AAU 
National competitions in 
her brief running career and 
has earned the status of an 
All-American running star 
in four (4) of these National 
Championships in the past 
three years.

Huerta’s most recent con-
quest was on Saturday, De-
cember 1, at the AAU Nation-

Madeleine Huerta earns All-American 
honors for the 4th time

al Cross-Country Champion-
ships in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
where Huerta competed with 
over 200 girls in the 11-year-
old division. 

This premier cross coun-
try national championship 
attracts runners from across 
the nation each year as well 
as Canada, Bermuda and 
Puerto Rico and featured over 
200 runners from the state of 
Texas alone. 

Over 2,000 participants 
took their marks at the start-
ing line of the cross-country 
course at Victor Ashe Park, 
located in the heart of Knox-
ville. The rigorous 2-mile 

course posed some difficult 
challenges for all runners 
since rain had poured down 
in the area for several days 
prior to the races making the 
course completely saturated, 
muddy and sludgy. 

Huerta competed with San 
Antonio Swift Track Club 
where she placed 20th overall 
in her division while Swift 
Track Team finished 3rd place 
and earned team medals and 
a trophy as well. 

“I knew it was going to be 
a tough race because I had 
never run in the mud before 
but I also knew I would not 
give up. I always have a great 
feeling when I train hard, and 
I push myself to do good,” 
stated Huerta. 

Up-to-date, Huerta has 
proven to be a powerhouse 
in the long-distance running 
world being able to captivate 
fans from throughout Texas 
and the nation. Her best 
time in the 3,000 m run is an 
11:15.3. Her goal is to break 
eleven minutes this coming 
summer on the track as she 
will defend her AAU Region 
19 Championship Title in 
Texas. 

She began her running 
days at 9 years-old as a 3rd 
grader participating with 
Team ACTion Youth Run-
ning Club in the Spring of 
2016 where she continues to 
turn heads with her astound-
ing performances. This 2018 
XC season, she was recruited 
by San Antonio Swift Track 
Club to be able to complete 
a team and have a shot at the 
National Title.

Ultimately, Huerta is a hard 
worker and a tough compet-
itor. She sets her sights on 
goals and has every intention 
of pursuing them because she 
has a passion for running and 
loves representing her little 
hometown of Crystal City. 

Huerta is a 6th grade stu-
dent at Benito Juarez Middle 
School. She is the daughter 
of Robert and Ann Marjorie 
Huerta and the granddaugh-
ter of the late Armando C. 
Torres and Margarita Flores 
of Crystal City and the late 
Jose T. Huerta and Rosemary 
Huerta of Harlingen. 

Madeleine “Maddie” Huer-
ta would like to thank all of 
her fans and supporters and 
her coaches that have trained 
her. Special thanks go to 
Elisa Urrabazo-Hernandez 
and Regina Lazcano of Team 
ACTion and Nathan Alvizo 
of River City Runners and 
Lorenzo and Marissa Villar-
real of Swift Track Club. God 
bless!

7th Grade Top AR Readers

8th Grade Top AR Readers

8th Grade UIL Winners

7th Grade UIL WinnersSUBSCRIBE TO THE 
SENTINEL 830-374-3465
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THIS WAS THE NEWS
From the Files of the Zavala County Sentinel

Looking into the Sentinel Photo Vault..

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD

THEME: 
WINTER FUN

ACROSS
1. Most populous conti-
nent
5. Mayan language
8. *Bumpy winter trans-
port
12. Spiritual leader
13. Ledger entry
14. In a cold manner
15. Deodorant's target
16. African chieftain
17. Asiatic wild dog
18. *Used in fun winter 
fights
20. Overnight lodgings
21. *Whoville's ____ 
beast
22. Tropical constrictor
23. E.B. White's Little
26. What siren does
29. Not a thing
30. Bear the expenses of
33. Between larva and 
adult
35. In a fitting way
37. Neighbor of Ger.
38. Up and about
39. Unadulterated
40. Excessive protection
42. Middle-earth creature
43. No balance due
45. *Winter Gathering 
spot
47. Resident uncle?
48. Diarist Anne
50. *Christmas pudding 
raisin
52. *Done with #8 Across
55. "Fahrenheit 9/11" 
filmmaker
56. *"The stump of a 
____ he held tight in his 
teeth..."
57. Pout
59. Machu Picchu moun-
tains
60. Snaky swimmers
61. Wild swine
62. Words from Word-
sworth
63. Kind of humor
64. Southern stew staple

DOWN
1. Gone by
2. Wash froth
3. Fe
4. Light display
5. Cass Elliot and Mi-
chelle Phillips
6. Like a crooked kilt?
7. Lime-rich soil

8. *Hot chocolate add-on
9. One with biggest share
10. Olden-day elbow-re-
lated measurement, pl.
11. Do after tie
13. Formal discussion
14. "Bite the bullet," e.g.
19. Verbose
22. BeyoncÈ, a.k.a. 
Queen ____
23. Finger move
24. *Angler's accessory
25. U in UV
26. Uber alternative

Solutions for 
December 19 puzzles

27. Your own teacher
28. Sudden stream
31. Box office failure
32. *Hot Buttered ____
34. St. Louis monument
36. Time for relaxation, 
pl.
38. Change, as in U.S. 
Constitution
40. "____'s the word"
41. Grey's fifty
44. Female sirs

APRIL 14, 1933
The scholastic census ha been completed and shows a to-

tal for the county of 4043, as follows: Batesville 106, Loma Vista 
42, Cometa 92, La Pryor 624, and Crystal City 3170. This is 152 
more than last year.

Decoration Day services were held at the Edgewood Ceme-
tery Sunday afternoon. This service is usually held on May 30, but 
due to the fact that the flowers are more abundant now than they 
may be later, the association agreed on an earlier date. Owing to 
so many Crystal City friends attending funeral services for Mrs. 
A. W. Fergurson held at Pearsall the crowd was not as large as 
usual.

W. A. Butler received a letter last Friday that was mailed to him 
at Lundale, W.Va., on January 8, 1925, more than eight years 
ago. The writer of the letter wanted a job and was writing to Mr. 
Butler, who was at the time employment agent for a coal mining 
company in West Virginia. The letter had been in the mail some-
where all these years.

Now you can buy a Chevrolet six-cylinder closed car for as 
little as $445. Jack Eubank Chevrolet Company.

On Monday afternoon, Harold Harkey Jr., little son of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. L. Harkey, celebrated his sixth birthday at this home a few 
miles from town. A group of kindergarten pupils helped him enjoy 
this occasion. Attending were Martha Manifold, Jerry Greer, Rose 
Rives, Jimmy Mortensen, Joyce Urban, Helen Cox, Barrie Cox, 
Jeanette Holmsback, Sarah Katherine Wooten, Anna Katherine 
Gardner, Jeanette Stone, Mike Moore, Jerry Bookout, Edith Day, 
Sonny Day, Barbara Lynn Ezzell, Chula Schanack, Jack and Dan 
Riggs, Nan Marie Miller, Camila Cosby, Mozelle Williams, George 
Henry Jay, Billy Barker, Eddie Zimmerman and Charles Webb.

MARCH 22, 1946
The California Packing Corporation canning plant made its ini-

tial run this week, canning spinach. They are prepared and plan 
to can other produce, but right now are working the spinach.

Receiving their honorable discharge from the Navy at the U.S. 
Naval Personnel Separation Center, Camp Wallace, Texas, were 
James R. Dickens, seaman second class, and  Joel P. Payne, 
boatswain's mate second class.

La Pryor was without water from Saturday morning until Mon-
day morning when the city's water system pump ceased to draw 
anything but air out of the 500-foot well. It was found, upon inves-
tigation, that the water level has fallen at lest 30 feet and thus lay 
below the shaft. More shafting was ordered, but by early Monday 
morning the water level had risen once more, enough to send a 
very little water through the pipes of the town.

Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Guillaudeu announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Floriene, to E. D. Sorrell, son of Mr. and Mrs. E.C. 
Sorrell of the Cometa community.

Bruce Ivy returned home Sunday with his discharge from the 
service. He was a staff sergeant and for the past six months he 
was stationed in Birmingham, Alabama at the Replacement and 
School Command Army Ground Forces.

H.C. Barker returned last Thursday and has his honorable dis-
charge from over thee years' service in the Pacific which most of 
the time he spent on Okinawa.

March 29, 1963
Twenty new apartments were added to the Housing Authority 

of the City of Crystal City. The Authority has accepted the 10 new 
buildings from Robt. L Guyler of Lampasas, building contractor. 
Constructed at a cost of $194,900, the new units are built as du-
plexes and are located at ten different sites throughout the city.

G.E. Garrett was elected president of the Crystal City Rotary 
Club Tuesday. Other officers elected were Wayne Hamilton, vice 
president, and Alvin Morris, secretary. Directors are John B. Lair, 
Chuck Valentine, and James Dill.

Mr. and Mrs. Joel P. Payne announce the engagement of their 
daughter, Judi, to Howard Chapman. Mr. Chapman is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. B. W. Chapman. A June wedding is planned. 

The La Pryor Chamber of Commerce met March 21, at the 
M&M Café with 19 members present. W. D. Cornett was re-elect-
ed president; Charles Kone, vice president. The offices of sec-
retary-treasurer were combined and was given to G.B. Pitts. 
Elected directors were Kirby Atwood, Mrs. W.F. Koehler and Mrs. 
Ernest Ashby. George Gonzales and G.B. Pitts were appointed to 
collect money for the street light fund. 

A group of employees at the CalPak plant held a dance last 
Sunday night. “Los Hermanos Cardenas” from Uvalde played the 
music and a large crowd attended. Miss Angie Morin had been 
elected queen of the festival but was unable to attend so Miss 
Gloria Pulido received the beautiful bouquet of flowers presented 
by Armandina Perez, Mary Ledesma and Feliz Rodriguez.

March 29, 1973
Mrs. Joyce Allen was hostess for birthday party honoring her 

granddaughter, Stacy Ann Hodges, on her fourth birthday. Stacy 
Ann is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Freddie Hodges of Uvalde.

Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Davalos are proud to announce the birth 
of a son, Pedro Davalos Jr. He was born March 14, at Dimmit 
Memorial Hospital, Carrizo Springs.

Candidates for City Council in April 3 election: Manuel M. Gar-
za, Roberto Cornejo, Ramon Rios Mata, Jose D. Cuevas, Eliseo 
C. Sanchez Jr., Richard Diaz. Candidates for school trustee: Ra-
mon G. Garza, Ernesto Olguin, Viviana Santiago, Miguel Perez, 
Elfego Martinez, Jose R. Mata.

Arts and Crafts classes, under the sponsorship of IMAGE, are 
continuing each Wednesday and Thursday nights. Teachers are 
Amado Pena, Mike Gutierrez, Henry Barker, and Juan  Torres.

Elvira Heredia, Belia Avila, Mary Trevino, Concha Saucedo 
and Rosario Rodriguez attended the wedding of former resident 
Rosario (Chari) Martinez in Nueva Rosita, Coah., Mexico.

The Gold Star 4-H award has been presented to Janet Payne 
and Ricky  Day for their outstanding achievements in citizenship, 
leadership, and their unselfish contribution to the Zavala County 
4-H program.

46. Hands on hips
48. Marketing give-away
49. Email option
50. *Hockey turf
51. Ore deposit
52. Expel
53. E-reader brand
54. ____ gum on a list of 
ingredients
55. Zedong of China
58. Major time period

1983 –TRACK TEAM - Members of the Crystal City High School's girl's  varsity track team are pictured here. They 
are, front row from left: Jackie Arriaga, manager, Letty Lopez, Margot Tellez, Esther Olivo, Matilde Arranda, and 
Alicia Belmarez; back row, Coach Jane Rodriguez, Elizabeth Torres, Rasorio Arenas, Jackie Trejo, Dalia Riojas, 
and Estella Martinez. Not pictured are Terri Sepulveda, Rosalinda Sepulveda, Tina McNiel, and Guadalupe Ortega.
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Public service ad

Ad title:
Homestead exemption

10 inches deep
2 columns (13 picas) wide

Variedad de exenciones contributivas 
residenciales podrían reducir los 

impuestos de la propiedad

Una exención contributiva residencial reduce los impuestos de la propiedad al 
disminuir el valor de la misma. Si su residencia está valorada en $50,000 y recibe 
una exención de $25,000, la residencia pagará los impuestos de una residencia 
valorada en $25,000.

¿Quién cumple con los requisitos para las exenciones 
disponibles?

Cualquier persona que es el dueño de una propiedad el primero de enero y la 
utiliza como residencia principal en esa misma fecha tiene derecho a la exen-
ción contributiva residencial de $25,000 para reducir los impuestos escolares a 
pagar. No importa si la residencia es una casa, un condominio o una casa mov-
ible. Los condados, ciudades y distritos imponibles especiales también pueden 
ofrecer exenciones contributivas residenciales.

¿Existe alguna otra exención?
Si usted es discapacitado o tiene 65 años o más tiene derecho a una exención 
contributiva escolar adicional de $10,000 para la residencia. Y, si cumple con los 
requisitos para exención por la edad de 65 años o más, o es discapacitado tiene 
derecho a una cifra de impuestos congelada al llegar a cierto punto específico 
y permanente de impuestos escolares por la propiedad. El condado, la ciudad 
o universidad comunitaria pueden también congelar el límite de impuestos a
pagar para las personas de 65 años o más y los discapacitados. Los límites de
los impuestos escolares para las personas de 65 años o más son transferidos al 
cónyuge sobreviviente si el sobreviviente tiene 55 años o más al momento del 
deceso, es el propietario y reside en la propiedad. Los propietarios residenciales 
de 65 años o más, o el cónyuge sobreviviente, puede transferir a una nueva resi
dencia el porcentaje del impuesto escolar pagado y basado en el límite máximo 
de impuestos.

-

Si usted es un veterano discapacitado, cónyuge sobreviviente o hijo sobrevivi-
ente de un veterano discapacitado, tiene derecho a una exención de una por-
ción del valor tasado de su residencia. Esto incluye residencias donadas a vet-
eranos discapacitados por organizaciones caritativas sin costo a los veteranos 
discapacitados y sus cónyuges sobrevivientes.

Si es usted un veterano discapacitado quien recibe compensación de discapa-
cidad de 100 por ciento debido a un discapacidad conectado al servicio y una 
calificación de 100 por ciento discapacidad o una determinación de que no pu-
ede desempeñar ningún oficio del Departamento de la Administración de Vet-
eranos de los Estado Unidos, usted tiene derecho a recibir una exención con-
tributiva para la residencia del valor tasado total. Cónyuges sobrevivientes de 
veteranos que calificaron para esta exención o que habría calificado para esta 
exención si hubiera sido efectivo en el momento del fallecimiento  del veterano 
también son elegibles con ciertas restricciones. 

Si usted es un cónyuge sobreviviente de un miembro de las fuerzas armadas de 
los Estados Unidos que murió en acción, tiene derecho a una exención sobre los 
impuestos del valor total tasado de su residencia.

¿Debo solicitar la exención anualmente?
No. Si usted recibió la exención residencial de la propiedad el ano pasado no es 
necesario solicitar nuevamente a menos que el jefe de tasaciones así exige. Por 
otro lado, si usted no ha recibido la exención en la residencia actual o se mudó 
a una nueva residencia usted debe que presentar una solicitud de exención. En 
caso de cumplir 65 durante este año, puede solicitar la exención por edad de 
65 o más hasta un año después de que cumplió 65. Si se vuelve discapacitado, 
usted puede solicitar una exención para personas con discapacidades.

¿Donde y cuándo debo solicitar la exención?
Debe solicitar antes del 1ero de mayo en la oficina del distrito de tasaciones. 
De ser el caso de que necesita tiempo adicional, contáctenos en:

ZAVALA COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
323 W. ZAVALA ST.

CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS 78839
(830) 374-3475

 

Insert here the name, address,
& telephone number of the local 

appraisal district (centered).
 ➧

98-467-S
(2-16) Este es un servicio público cortesía de su distrito de tasaciones del condado.

-

-

-

-

Insert here the name, address,
& telephone number of the local 

appraisal district (centered).➧

 
 

 
Public service ad

Ad title:
Productivity appraisal

10 inches deep
2 columns (13 picas) wide

98-468
(12-15)

Productivity Appraisal
may lower the property

taxes on your farm,
ranch or timberland!

Texas law allows farmers, ranchers, wildlife managers and 
timber growers to pay property taxes based upon the pro
ductivity value of their land rather than on market value. 
This means qualified land is taxed based on its ability to 
produce crops, livestock or timber—not on its value on the 
real estate market. And it can mean substantial property tax 
savings.

When is the application deadline? 
If your land has never had a productivity appraisal or you 
are a new owner, you must apply to your local appraisal dis
trict before May 1 to take advantage of this benefit on your 
property taxes. You may get up to 60 extra days if you have 
a good reason and ask for it before May 1. If you miss this 
deadline, you may still be able to apply, but you will pay a 
penalty. Check with your appraisal district office. 

Do you need to reapply annually?
If your land already receives agricultural or timber produc
tivity appraisal, you normally don’t need to reapply unless 
the chief appraiser requires you to do so. If a new applica
tion is required, the appraisal district will notify you by mail. 

For more information, call or come by:

A public service announcement courtesy of your county appraisal district.

ZAVALA  COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
323 W. ZAVALA ST.

CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS 78839
(830) 374-3475

¡La tasación basada en la
 productividad de tierras 

agrícolas, ganaderas o 
madereras puede 

reducir impuestos!
Las leyes de Texas permiten a los agricultores, rancheros, los 
manejadores de incendios forestales y los madereros a pagar 
los impuestos sobre la propiedad basado en el valor de la 
productividad de los terrenos y no en el valor de la propiedad en 
el mercado. Esto puede significar ahorros al pagar  los impuestos 
de la propiedad.

¿Cuál es la fecha de vencimiento  
para solicitar?

Si el terreno nunca ha sido tasado en base a la productividad, o es 
usted un nuevo propietario, debe solicitar al distrito de tasaciones 
local antes del 1ero de mayo para tomar ventaja de este beneficio 
para los impuestos de la propiedad. Puede recibir hasta 60 días 
adicionales si presenta razón justa y solicita antes del primeron 
de mayo. En caso de no cumplir con esta fecha, podría solicitar, 
pero debe pagar una multa. Consulte con la oficina del distrito de 
tasaciones.

¿Debo solicitar la tasación anualmente?
Si los terrenos ya son tasados de acuerdo a la productividad 
agrícola o de madera, usualmente no tiene que volver a solicitar, a 
menos que el jefe de tasaciones así exija. El distrito de tasaciones 
enviará un aviso por correo si necesita solicitar.

Para más información, llame o visite:

ZAVALA COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT 
323 W. ZAVALA ST.

CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS 78839
(830) 374-3475

Este es un servicio público cortesía de su distrito de tasaciones del condado.

Public service ad

Ad title:
Productivity appraisal

10 inches deep
2 columns (13 picas) wide

Insert here the name, address,
& telephone number of the local 

appraisal district (centered).

98-468-S
(12-15)

➧

Church’s

1900 Hwy 83 • Crystal City • 374-3282
DAILY HOMEMADE BREAKFAST TACOS

All meals come with 2 
sides, slice toast or tortilla

1901 N Hwy 83 • Crystal City • (830) 374-0600
Church’s Manager: Juanita Ybarra • Effective: 11/27/17 - 12/31/17

2 PC Mixed & Biscuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.29

Kid Meal, 1 Leg, Reg Fries & 12 oz. Drink. . .$3.49

No Kid Hungry Coupon Booklets. . . . . . . . . . .$1.00

$5 Real Big Deal -2 pc Mixed, 2 Reg. Sides, Biscuit
& Jalapeño Pepper. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5.00

3 Killer Bee Tender Strips,
2 Reg Sides & Biscuit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.99
 
12 PC Dark or Tenders, 2 Lg Sides. . . . . . . $15.00

— LUNCH SPECIALS —

EVERYDAY SPECIALS: 1 lbs Barbacoa, 6 Tortillas
Fresh Menudo Daily - Fresh Food Fast Service

Call your order in and pick up at drive thru window

MONDAY
Meatloaf
TUESDAY
Chicken Chipotle

WEDNESDAY
Chicken Fried Steak

THURSDAY
Beef Chile Relleno

FRIDAY
Fish Platter

Anastacio S. Milán

 The month of December 
brings a spirit of glad tidings 
and greetings for the season.  
It is a time of brightness and 
welcoming of the newborn 
Savior.  The sounds of the sea-
son manifest the overall spirit 
of joy and happiness.  The 
true spirit initiates pleasant 
feelings accompanied by love 
and good will.  

 One remembers waking up 
in the morning and hearing 
Christmas songs that echoed 
in our minds during entire 
moments.   Colorful mes-
sages and decor brightened 
the school hallways and the 
classrooms;  these greetings 
enhanced the true meaning of 
the season.  The glittering of 
ornaments and the multi col-
ored lights on the Christmas 
tree instilled a bright spirit 
within.  

 The unpolluted minds of 
youngsters during those times 
were very receptive to these 
motivational manifestations.  
The learning environment 
in the schools was within an 
atmosphere and climate of 
tranquil pleasantness.  Stu-
dents engaged in their tasks 
with good attitudes and men-
talities for learning during 
that special time of the year.  
The focus upon the brightness 
of Christmas blended with 
their responsibilities in the 
classroom.  The approach was 
positive with good efforts and 
involvement.  

 In the humble, home set-
tings of that time, in spite of 
many needs, the common de-
nominator was love and unity.  
This was the foundation for 
the evolvement and strive 
for happiness in the home.  
There was an acceptance of 

the deprivations of material 
things.  Nevertheless, the 
spirit of hope through faith 
was strong with anticipation 
of better tomorrows.  There 
was togetherness with Papá 
and Mamá being the head 
figures and setting examples 
for their children.  Parent’s 
devotion to their home and 
families meant Father work-
ing to provide and Mother 
sustaining the household.  

 Some events that were 
experienced during one’s 
childhood repeat themselves.  
During such an occasion in 
modern times, the family was 
faced with serious financial 
problems. 

What would Christmas 
be like for the adolescent 
girls and their baby brother?  
Monies were not accessible 
for any gifts for the children 
during Christmas of that 
bicentennial year.  Christmas 
Day arrived; for the family, 
only the Christmas decora-
tions reflected the brightness 
of the day.  The white covering 
under the Christmas tree was 

bare; there were no presents.  
The children sat at the eating 
table; on their plate was a 
simple meal to nourish their 
bodies.  

There were no  special, 
eating delights or opening 
of Christmas gifts.  These 
children had the delightful 
satisfaction that their baby 
brother received a gift of a 
baby crib and chair which 
were obtained on credit.  In 
the home, there were no no-
ticeable lamentations for not 
having received gifts or enjoy-
ing special foods and meals.   
Again, it was acceptance with-
out regrets.   

 The most memorable times 
of Christmas have been those 
spent with loved ones, espe-
cially parents, brothers and 
sisters.  Quoting a very spe-
cial person, “The best gift for 
Christmas is your presence.”  
Only the memories of such 
wonderful times remain.  

May the true love and spirit 
for the season be within ev-
eryone.

A spirit of joy and happiness

supervision of the Crystal 
City Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, after application shall 
be made and permit issued 
by the Fire Chief. Such permit 
shall not be granted unless 
such demonstration shall be 
of such a character and so lo-
cated, discharged or fired as in 
the opinion of the Fire Chief, 
after proper inspection, shall 
not be hazardous to property 
or endanger any person.

SECTION 4. PENALTY.
Any person, corporation 

or association violating any 

provision of this Ordinance 
shall be deemed guilty of an 
offense, and upon conviction 
shall be punished by a fine 
not to exceed Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00).  Each vio-
lation thereof shall be deemed 
a separate offense, and shall 
be punished accordingly, 
provided, however, compli-
ance may be further sought 
through injunctive relief in 
the District Court.

PA S S E D  A N D  A P -
PROVED this 20th day of 
February, 2007.

DEL RIO, Texas - U.S. 
Customs and Border Protec-
tion officers at the Del Rio 
International Bridge recently 
discovered more than a quar-
ter-million dollars’ worth of 
suspected narcotics hidden 
in a vehicle coming from 
Mexico.

“Smugglers resort to end-
less creative methods in order 
to get their contraband into 
the United States,” said Port 
Director Alberto D. Perez, 
Del Rio Port of Entry. “The 
dedication of our frontline 

CBP officers kept this load 
of dangerous narcotics from 
entering our country.”

On Dec. 11, CBP officers, 
working at the Del Rio Port 
of Entry, encountered a 2007 
Nissan Murano as it arrived in 
the United States from Mex-
ico. Upon inspection, CBP 
officers discovered three wall 
art frames. Following a scan 
by a non-intrusive imaging 
system and inspection by a 
CBP canine, officers discov-
ered the frames contained 
suspected heroin. Officers 

seized 12 packages totaling 
11.5 pounds of suspected 
heroin, worth an estimated 
$260,000.

The driver, a 44-year-old 
woman, and a passenger, a 
25-year-old woman, both 
Mexican nationals, were 
turned over to Homeland 
Security Investigations for 
federal prosecution.

CBP’s Del Rio Port of Entry 
is part of the Joint Task Force-
West South Texas Corridor, 
which leverages federal, state 
and local resources to combat 
transnational criminal orga-
nizations.

CBP officers seize heroin 
at Del Rio port of entry

Low Rent Apartments
Equal Housing Opportunity/Handicapped Accessible

• 2-3-4 Bedroom Apartments Available

• Energy Efficient

• Maintenance Free

• Must meet HUD income guidelines and/or criteria

–Professionally Managed –
For more information or an application please contact the

Crystal City Housing Authority
at 374-3434 or 374-3433

Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

En Memoria de 
Rosa Marquez Navejar

Como ha pasado el tiempo
ya cuarto años

cuando te fuieste
madre mia

Nos dejaste tristes
con un profundo dolor

pero era mas tu dolor fisico
el que nos entristecia

Dios tuvo misericordia de ti 
y tu nombre llamo

Sabiendo que sufririamos 
tu aucencia pero ya 

descansas en paz

Te recordamos a todo 
momento y tus retratos 
adornan nuestro hogar
Tus nietas y  sus hijos 
tambien te recuerdan

No olvidan tus consejos
tus reganos, tus enseñanas

Nos disciplinaste con 
mano de hiero

Gracias por eso mama

Madre mia hoy en este dia
una flor pondre en tu tumba 
y tu memoria llevare hasta 
el ultimo de mi existencia

Gracias Mama!

30 de Diciembre

Tus hijos,
Alejando, Rosalinda 

y familia
Dandra y Arturo Tamez Jr.

Alma Rosa y familia

In conjunction with Na-
tional Influenza Vaccination 
Week, the Texas Department 
of State Health Services re-
minds people it’s not too late 
to protect themselves and 
their loved ones from flu. 
Vaccination can help reduce 
the risk of flu and its poten-
tially serious complications. 
People can find out where flu 
shots are available at texasflu.
org or by contacting their 
health care provider.

“Last flu season was severe, 
and the U.S. saw a record 
number of flu-related hos-
pitalizations and pediatric 
deaths,” said Dr. Jennifer 
Shuford, DSHS Infectious 
Disease Medical Officer. “We 
have no way of knowing if 
this flu season will be milder 
or just as severe as last season. 
We are recommending all 
Texans 6 months of age and 
older get their flu vaccine as 
soon as possible.” Vaccination 
is especially important for 
older adults, infants, preg-
nant women and people with 
chronic health conditions 
because they are at greater 
risk of developing serious 
complications from the flu.

Influenza is a contagious 
disease caused by one of a 
number of related viruses. Flu 
symptoms may include fever, 
cough, sore throat, runny or 
stuffy nose, body aches and 

fatigue. The onset of symp-
toms is sudden, and people 
should stay home until at 
least 24 hours after their fever 
is gone except to get medical 
care. People experiencing 
symptoms are encouraged 
to seek treatment promptly. 
Antiviral drugs may shorten 
the duration or lessen the 

 DSHS Encourages People to Get the Flu Shot
severity of the flu if started 
within 48 hours of the onset 
of symptoms.

People can help stop the 
spread of flu by getting vac-
cinated, washing hands fre-
quently, covering coughs and 
sneezes and staying home 
when they’re sick.

To all 1968 graduates of Crys-
tal City High School:

Has it been 50 years since 
our graduation? yes it has, so 
I want to reminisce of how 
great it was to live and grad-
uate from Crystal City High, 
nothing more rewarding. I 
also give thanks for having 
been given the opportunity to 
play basketball at Crystal City 
High and having a chance to 
be the Varsity boys Basketball 
Head Coach from 1976 to 
1978 that was another great 
experience.

To those who are still alive 
and to those that have passed 

Letter to the Editor
away I am thankful for our 
time together and I would not 
trade my time living in Crys-
tal City, Texas. And having 
had the opportunity to have 
coached professional bas-
ketball, as an NBA assistant 
coach and as a head coach 
in many professional teams 
around the word, when asked 
where i was from or how Igot 
started, I always said with 
pride, Crystal City, Texas and 
Crystal City High. ALWAYS 
A JAVELINA.

Sincerely,
Joe Betancourt Class of 1968

WASHINGTON, DC – In 
response to the recent an-
nouncement by the Depart-
ment of Justice and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to 
counter Chinese national 
security threats, former CIA 
undercover officer and cy-
bersecurity entrepreneur 
U.S. Representative Will 
Hurd (TX-23), who chairs 
the House IT Subcommittee 
and serves on the Homeland 
Security and Intelligence 
Committees, issued the fol-
lowing statement:  

“‘We are in a hot war with 
China, and cyber space is the 
battle space. I’ve said time 
and time again that we must 
play nice with nice guys, and 
tough with tough guys. This 
is no different. There must 
be consequences for digital 
attacks that compromise our 
national security.’  

‘China views hacking as 
a means to attain leadership 
in advanced technology and 
21st century great power pol-
itics and is currently working 
to improve its position at the 
expense of other nations. This 
systemic breach was under-
taken by a hacking group, 
APT 10, with clear links to 
the Chinese Ministry of State 
Security, clearly violating 

our countries’ shared cyber 
commitments from the 2015 
Xi-Obama Memorandum. I 
applaud today’s announce-
ment, which sets a clear tone 
that the United States has 
zero tolerance for China’s 
deliberate efforts to steal our 
information and technology. 
Attribution is a deterrent 
against future cyber attacks, 
and we must continue to ex-
pose bad actors that threaten 
our intellectual property and 
national security.’ 

‘As Chair of the IT Sub-
committee I have been work-
ing since 2015 to improve 
our federal government’s 
ability to defend our digital 
infrastructure against cyber-
attacks. I am pleased that last 
night, the House and Senate 
passed a bipartisan national 
security package that ensures 
the Department of Homeland 
Security has the authorities to 
do just that, including estab-
lishing a process for the fed-
eral government to address 
critical supply chain risks to 
our digital infrastructure. I 
urge the President to sign 
the SECURE Technology Act 
into law as soon as possible so 
we can begin to take action.’”

 Hurd Statement on significant 
Chinese Cyber Aggression 
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CLASSIFIED AND LEGAL ADVERTISING RATES
LINE ADS: 30¢/word for first insertion (Min. charge of $6.00) DISPLAY ADS: $3.50/col. in., first insertion  •  $3.30/col. in. each subsequent consecutive insertion
NOTICE TO OUR CUSTOMERS Classified advertising is CASH IN ADVANCE to all except regular customers.  There is a minimum charge of $7.00 in billing to each charge customer for each month in which his 
account is active.  If classified or other advertising does not total at least $7.00 during the month, then the difference will be added as a surcharge to the bill.  We regret that increase cost of operation makes this necessary.  
To avoid the surcharge, pay in advance for small or one time ads which do not add up to the minimum $7.00 for the month.

ZAVALA COUNTY SENTINEL • 202 E. NUECES ST., CRYSTAL CITY, TX 78839 • PHONE 830-374-3465 • FAX 830-374-5771
Please report errors immediately.  The Zavala County Sentinel is not responsible for more than one incorrect insertion of any advertisement. 

It is the advertisers responsibility to check their ad the first day of publication.

NOTICE.  Any advertisement for a 
registered family home which uses the ti-
tle “registered family home” must contain 
a provision bold type stating:  This home 
is registered with the Texas Department 
of Human Services but is not licensed, 
inspected, or otherwise registered by 
the department.º

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 which makes it 
illegal to advertising “any preference, 
limitation based on race, color, religion, 
or national preference, limitations or 
discrimination.”
This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law.  Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwelling advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
bases.

FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

OBITUARY OBITUARY OBITUARY CRYSTAL CITY ISD
POSITIONS AVAILABLE FOR THE 

2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR
• Bus Driver
• Custodian Vacancy

• Substitute Custodian

• Food Service Worker (Full-time) Vacancy

• Police Officer

• Teacher, EC-6 Certified
• Assistant Principal
• VAC Transitions Coordinator- Certified 
   Special Education EC-12

Qualifications:  Appropriate Certification
Closing Date:  Until Position is filled

APPLY AT:  Crystal City ISD 
          Human Resources Office
          805 E. Crockett St.
          Crystal City, Texas  78839
          PH. 830/374-2367, ext. 108, 129
          or on-line:  www.crystalcityisd.org           

MB

 Equal Opportunity Employer

The Crystal City Independent School District does not discriminate 
on the basis of sex, race, color, age, or national origin in its educational 
programs, activities, or employment as required by Title IX, Section 
504, and Title V

APARTMENTS FOR RENT: 
1 and 2 bedroom apartments 
with refrigerator, stove and 
washer connections. For 
more information call 830-
374-6059.                      36/tfn
_______________________

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom, 1 
bath house plus detached 
room with bath located at 121
W. Valverde St. Includes 
stove, refrigerator, water and 
yard maintenance. Lot in-
cludes fruit and pecan trees. 
Includes stove, refrigerator, 
water and yard maintenance.
Under regular rent or Section
8. For more information call
830-591-9555 or 714-398- 
6682.                          47-2/tpc

Home is located on 404 E. Crock-
ett St. on a large lot. Has 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 baths, living, dinning and 
kitchen in immaculate condition. 
$125,000.00

Prime Properties 

Lydia Saenz, Agent

110 S 5th St. 
Carrizo Springs, TX 78834

(830) 876-9779

FOR SALE

SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
SENTINEL 830-374-3465

 NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that 
Letters Testamentary for the 
Estate of HARRY F. THOMP-
SON, JR., Deceased, were 
issued on December 13, 2018, 
in Cause No. 18-11-1639, 
pending in the County Court 
of Zavala County, Texas to: 
GEORGE COWDEN III, 
Independent Executor. The 
address of record for Tom 
Benson is 17319 San Pedro 
Avenue, Suite 120, San An-
tonio, Texas 78232. 

All persons having claims 
against this Estate are re-
quired to present their claims 
within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
George Cowden III P.C., 
Attorney for the Estate of 
Harry F. Thompson, Jr., 17319 
San Pedro Avenue, Suite 120, 
San Antonio, Texas 78232. 
(210) 476-8494 Telephone. 
(210) 476-8499 Fax. Email 
gcowden@cowdenlaw.net.

RAMONA G. LUNA

Ramona G. Luna of Crystal 
City, Texas was born Septem-
ber 20, 1926 and passed away 
December 17, 2018 at the age 
of 92. 

Mrs. Luna was preceded in 
death by her husband, Agus-
tin Luna; daughter, Yolanda 
Luna; brother, Gabriel Garcia; 
sister, Socorro Garcia. She is 
survived by her sons, Alberto 
Jose Luna (Antonia), Hector 
G. Luna; daughter, Margarita 
Luna Contreras (Pete). 

Mrs. Luna is also sur-
vived by 6 grandchildren, 6 
great-grandchildren,  and 3 
great-great-grandchildren.

Visitation was held on 
Thursday, December 20, 2018 
from 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
and a Rosary was recited at 
7:00 p.m. at Castle Ridge Mor-
tuary in Crystal City, Texas.

Funeral Service was at 11:00 
a.m. Friday, December 21, 
2018 at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. Interment followed 
at Benito Juarez Cemetery in 
Crystal City, Texas on Friday, 
December 21, 2018 Funeral 
services entrusted to Castle 
Ridge Mortuary-Crystal City.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO DISCUSS

CRYSTAL CITY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S

State Financial Accountability Rating
 2018 School FIRST

(Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas)
    

Crystal City ISD will hold a public meeting at
5:30 p.m., January 7, 2019

At the Crystal City ISD Central Administration Offices, 613 W. Zavala St., Crystal City, TX.
          

The purpose of this meeting is to inform Crystal City Independent School District’s 
community of the Status: “Passed” and a Rating:  C = Meets Standard.  The rating is 

based on the School FIRST (Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas), the Texas 
Education Agency’s system developed to monitor and improve the management of the 

District’s financial resources.

Rey David García was born 
in San Antonio, Texas to his 
parents Armando, Jr. and Di-
ana García. He went to sleep 
on Wednesday night and 
woke up in heaven on Thurs-
day, December 13, 2018, at 
the age of 37. He died peace-
fully at home.

"King", as he was known 
by friends and relatives, was 
a caring person who always 
extended a helping hand to 
anyone who needed it. He 
had a gift for business and 
loved cars. He grew up in 
Crystal City and attended 
CCISD schools. 

He and his fiancée, Stepha-
nie Orona, moved to Corpus 
Christi to continue their 
education but eventually re-
turned to Crystal City when 
she became ill and was diag-
nosed with lupus. Nine years 
after Stephanie's death he met 
and fell in love with Samantha 
Guajardo.

His only son, Matthew Rey 
David García, was born in 
San Antonio on September 
30, 2014. He loved being a 
father and Matthew was his 
pride and joy.

Rey David García, gone but 
never forgotten. We will miss 
your kindness, laughter and 
beautiful smile.

He was preceded in death 
by his father Armando García 
Jr.;stepfather Jesse Gamez: 
fiancée , Stephanie Orona; pa-
ternal grandparents, Arman-
do and Guadalupe García; 
maternal grandparents, Man-
uel and Enriqueta Palacios. 
King is survived by his son, 

Matthew Rey David García; 
son's mother Samantha Gua-
jardo; mother Diana Palacios; 
brother, Armando "Sonny" 
García III, sisters, Eva Con-
treras, Amanda Ramirez 
(Joe), Margaret García. Mr. 
García is also survived by nu-
merous aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, nephews and nieces.

Pallbearers were Sonny 
García, Jesse García, Jr., Ven-
tura Gonzales III, Ricky Cum-
pian, Jordan Lara, Juan Oro-
na, George De Hoyos, Angel 
Gonzales, Joe Ramirez, Eddie 
De Hoyos, Ricardo Fernando 
Mendoza, Mingo Flores, Ri-
cardo Guevara, Dino Torres, 
Patrick Flores, Ricky García 
and Rocky Bosquez. Hon-
orary pallbearer Steven Roy 
Mendoza

Visitation was held on Sun-
day, December 16, 2018 from 
4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and on 
Monday, December 17, 2018 
from 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
in Crystal City, Texas.

A prayer service was at 7:00 
p.m. on Sunday, December 16, 
2018 with Pastor, Javier Mar-
tinez officiating. On Monday 
at 5:00 p.m. with  Rev. Dino 
Espinoza officiating and at 
7:00 p.m. with  Pastor, Pole 
Moncada officiating.    

Funeral Service was at 10:00 
a.m. Tuesday, December 18, 
2018 at Templo Emanuel 
officiated by Rev. Dino Espi-
noza. Interment followed at 
Edgewood Cemetery. 

Funeral Services entrust-
ed to Castle Ridge Mortu-
ary-Crystal City.

REY DAVID "KING" GARCÍA

Beloved father, son, brother
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Wishing our
mother and grandmother 

Juanita G. Ruiz
a very happy 89th birthday.

She celebrated her special day on
December 9, 2018.

We love you very much!

From all your family

God’s LOVE, PEACE, HOPE & JOY
to you for the year ahead!

IF YOU’RE TRYING TO MAKE YOUR SOIL HEALTHIER, 
YOU SHOULDN’T SEE IT VERY OFTEN. 
In other words, soil should always be covered by growing plants, their 
residues, or a combination of the two.  Keeping the soil covered all the time 
makes perfect sense when you realize that healthy soils are full of life and 
that the microorganisms living in the soil have the same needs as other living 
creatures. They need food and cover to survive.

When you have a vegetative cover on the soil, especially a living cover, you 
offer those microbes both food and shelter. Some scientists say when you 
till the soil and remove crop residues, the effects are as devastating to soil 
microbes as a combination of an earthquake, hurricane, tornado, and forest 
fire would be to humans. From the perspective of the living creatures within 
the soil, a tillage tool like a chisel shank has the effect of ripping the ground 
like an earthquake; removing residue is like a tornado ripping the roof off a 
house; uncovered soil can be drenched and whisked away by gushing water 
and wind like that of a hurricane—or scorched in the hot sun like an out-of-
control fire.

STOP THE SPLASH, HARVEST THE BENEFITS
When a falling raindrop explodes as it hits bare soil, it dislodges unprotected 
soil particles, and begins the process of soil erosion. Cover crops and plant 
residue prevent that violent splash on soil, protecting soil aggregates from 
being pounded by falling raindrops. 

Safe from disintegration by the hammering energy of raindrops, the structure 
of healthy soils remains intact, which prevents soil crusting. In this protective 
environment, water infiltrates the soil and becomes available to plant roots. 

A mulch of crop residues or living plants on the soil surface also suppresses 
weeds early in the growing season, giving the primary crop a competitive 

covered all the time.

United States
Department of
Agriculture

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

HEALTHY SOILS ARE:

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Cover Saves  
Scarce Water
Extreme temperature changes 
and high winds characteristic of 
the semiarid, short-grass prairie 
of the the Great Plains can have 
drastic and devastating effects on 
exposed soil. In the High Plains 
sub-region of the Great Plains, 
more than 65 percent of the soil 
must remain covered to limit 
evaporation of water. Bare soil 
heats up quickly in direct sunlight; 
and the hotter it gets, the faster 
water evaporates from it. 

In this rainfall-limited area 
(average annual rainfall is  
10-20 inches), maintaining 
soil cover is a key to profitable 
agricultural production. 

The combination of high winds 
and hot temperatures wastes 
water if soils aren’t covered. 
However, ground cover (both  
living and residues) limits the 
drying effect of wind, shades 
the soil from hot sun, and 
traps snow during winter. All 
of which add up to more water 
infiltrating into the soil and 
less evaporating into the air.

advantage. This is especially the case if the cover crop is rolled prior to 
planting the main crop because the entire soil surface is covered  
and protected. 

Cover crops can build moisture reserves far better than row crops can by 
themselves.  Cover crops open pores and small channels in the soil for 
better water infiltration, and the organic matter they build helps retain 
both moisture and nutrients.

The cool, moist soil of cover crops also provides favorable habitat for 
many organisms that decompose residues and recycle nutrients for the 
next crop. Providing a good habitat for these organisms can increase 
residue decomposition, and improve nutrient cycling, by up to  
25 percent.

LIVING PLANTS GO BEYOND COVER
While it’s easy to see the importance of giving the soil protection above 
the ground, it’s not always as easy to recognize benefits living covers 
provide below the surface. 

Through their roots, living plants offer soil microbes their easiest, most 
reliable food source. Because these soil microbes need a consistent food 
source throughout the year to thrive, cropping plans that include crop 
rotations with cover crops throughout the growing season (or perennial 
grasses and legumes) can help sustain them year-round. 

WANT TO LEARN MORE? 
VISIT WWW.NRCS.USDA.GOV

HEALTHY SOILS ARE: covered all the time.

Living in the Rhizosphere

Every soil organism has something it 
eats…and something that eats it. Each 
organism and each bit of plant residue 
is important to the complex food web 
under the soil surface. While each 
source of microbial food is important to 
a balanced food web in a healthy soil, 
there is no better food for soil microbes 
than the sugars exuded by living roots.

Living plants maintain a rhizosphere, an 
area of concentrated microbial activity 
close to the root. The rhizosphere is 
the most active part of the soil biology 
because it is where the most easy-to-
eat food is available for microbes. It’s 
also critical for plant growth and health, 
because those microbes, in turn, provide 
essential nutrient cycling for crops. 

Because living roots provide the easiest 
source of food for soil microbes, growing 
perennial crops or long-season cover 
crops is the key to feeding the foundational 
species of the soil food web—so 
they’ll be healthy and ready to perform 
throughout the primary growing season. 

rhizosphere

Crooked Teeth?
Interested in

Braces or            ?

         

 

830-876-1100
CarrizoSpringsBraces.com

_________________________________
Richard Menz, DDS General Dentistry
405 E. Nopal Street • Carrizo Springs

_________________________________

State troopers viewing the tunnel.

Zavala County Bank President and 
CEO Tammy Richie at tunnel debut.

Judge Joe Luna and County Commissioner Jesse Gonzales visit with district directors at tunnel debut

Debra Parsons and J. M. Villarreal with students.

Winter Garden Soil & Water Conservation District #326

Soil Tunnel Debut

Students viewing sections of the tunnel.


